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National Killam Program  
Frequently Asked Questions 
Updated: March 24, 2023 

 

Category Question Answer 

Key Dates When will the National Killam 
program launch this year?  

The National Killam program will launch on April 3 
2023 for both the Dorothy Killam Fellowships and 
Killam Prizes. The 2024 program cycle guidelines 
are available on the portal as of March 8, 2023.  

 

Key Dates When is the deadline to 
submit the Dorothy Killam 
Fellowship?  

The applicants must complete the online application 
form and provide all the required documents in 
English or French by 23:59 your local time on June 
16, 2023. 

Key Dates When is the deadline to 
submit a Killam prize 
nomination? 

The nominators must complete the online 
nomination form, provide all the required documents 
in English or French, and submit by 23:59 your local 
time on June 2, 2023. 

Key Dates When can we expect to be 
notified if we are successful? 

All Dorothy Killam Fellowship and Killam Prize 
recipients will receive notification of their results by 
telephone and email by March 2024. 

General If I have submitted to the 
Killam Prize or Dorothy Killam 
Fellowships in the last cycle 
but was unsuccessful, will 
any feedback be provided? 

Yes, the National Killam Program Office can provide 
anonymous and discretionary feedback to applicants 
upon request once the annual winners for Dorothy 
Killam Fellowships and the Killam Prizes are notified. 

General Do you have an expected 
number of recipients?  

 

For the Killam Prize, five prizes are awarded per 
year, typically one per domain: Humanities, Social 
Sciences, Natural Sciences, Health Sciences and 
Engineering. 

For the Dorothy Killam Fellowships, Between 5 and 
8 fellowships will be awarded annually.  

Application 
Process 

How is the self-identification 
data used? 

The provision of self-identification data is strongly 
encouraged. Aggregated self-identification 
information provides the program office with insights 
into the composition of candidate pools, and signals 
gaps to be addressed by the program. All self-

https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=4b490485-049f-ec11-b400-002248d5186d
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=0e1f8a2b-887f-ec11-8d21-000d3a09e14e


 

 

2 

 

identification information at the individual level is 
treated as strictly confidential, and is not used in the 
evaluation or selection of submissions. 

Application 
Process 

If I have applied or nominated 
in the past, can I do so 
again? 

Yes, nominations for the Killam Prize and 
applications to the Dorothy Killam Fellowship 
previously submitted must be resubmitted in their 
entirety to be considered for the current competition. 

Letters of 
Support 

Do the referees have to be 
academics? 

The referee should be someone who can speak to 
the significance of the research and its impact, the 
impact of the candidate, as well as – in the case of 
the DKF – how the applicant embodies the Killam 
attributes.  

Often they are an expert in the field, a senior 
administrator, or a scientific/research lead at the 
candidate’s institution. Referees can be either 
academics or not, depending on the specific case. 

Letters of 
Support 

Do you have guidance for 
referees? 

Referees should consult the guidelines for the Killam 
Prize and Dorothy Killam Fellowship. The referee 
should clearly specify the nature of their relationship 
with the applicant or nominee.  

To reduce the potential for unconscious bias in the 
evaluation process please refer to nominees 
consistently by their surname(s) and use gender-
neutral language, and please remove institutional 
letterhead.  

Letters of 
Support 

Will my letter be accepted if 
letterhead has not been 
removed? 

Letters will be accepted as submitted and shared 
with peer reviewers and the selection committee. 

Letters of 
Support 

How can a letter of support 
be submitted? 

The referees can send their letters of support to their 
contact, typically the nominator for the Killam Prize, 
and the applicant or the institutional contact for the 
Dorothy Killam Fellowship, by email to the National 
Killam Program Office, or through the National Killam 
Program portal. You can find additional information 
in our National Killam Program guide for letters of 
support. 

Letters of 
Support 

When must letters of support 
be submitted by? 

The letters of support must be included with the 
application or the nomination package. Here are this 
year's deadlines: 

 For the Dorothy Killam Fellowships, 
applications must be submitted by 23:59 your 
local time on June 16, 2023. 

 For the Killam Prizes, nominations must be 
submitted by 23:59 your local time on June 2, 
2023. 

Evaluation 
Process 

Can I see the evaluation 
rubric? 

The Rubric for the Killam Prize and the Dorothy 
Killam Fellowship are available under evaluation 
criteria on our website:  

https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=0e1f8a2b-887f-ec11-8d21-000d3a09e14e
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=0e1f8a2b-887f-ec11-8d21-000d3a09e14e
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=4b490485-049f-ec11-b400-002248d5186d
mailto:KillamProgram-ProgrammeKillam@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
mailto:KillamProgram-ProgrammeKillam@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/Killam%20Program%20Referee%20Guide.pdf
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/Killam%20Program%20Referee%20Guide.pdf
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 Killam Prize:  Details · National Killam 
Program Portal (powerappsportals.com) 

 Dorothy Killam Fellowship: Details · National 
Killam Program Portal 
(powerappsportals.com) 

Evaluation 
Process 

How are recipients selected? As administrators, the National Killam Program 
facilitates decision making regarding winners of the 
Killam Prizes and the Dorothy Killam 
Fellowships.  As such, we rely on expertise of two 
external groups to evaluate submissions: 

Peer Reviewers – subject matter experts from 
across Canada and around the world who review 
submissions and provide an evaluation. 

National Killam Selection Committee 
(NKSC) – a multidisciplinary standing committee 
responsible for recommending winners for both 
the Killam Prizes and the Dorothy Killam 
Fellowships.  

Submissions are evaluated by two external peer 
reviewers and then by the Selection Committee who 
reviews files in detail to make a consensus-based 
recommendation to the Killam Trusts. 

Evaluation 
Process 

Who is the Selection 
Committee? What guidance 
are they given to make 
decisions? 

The National Killam Selection Committee (NKSC) is 
a standing committee responsible for recommending 
winners for both the Killam Prizes and the Dorothy 
Killam Fellowships. Members are recognized experts 
with national and/or international stature who support 
the National Killam Program's definition of research 
excellence, and are committed to upholding Killam 
values in their deliberations 

 

Members are provided with Equity, Diversity, and 
Inclusion training, and several members have 
expertise in addressing bias in evaluation processes.  
During deliberations, members consult the publicly 
available guidelines and reference the Will of 
Dorothy Killam to anchor decisions in her vision. 

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship - 
Eligibility 

Who is eligible for a DKF? Dorothy Killam Fellowships support scholars who are 
mid-career researchers. Typically this means they 
have completed their PhD no more than 15 years 
prior, though special circumstances may result in 
applicants being more or less than 15 years post-
PhD. There is no specific year cut-off for the 
fellowship; applicants who have experienced an 
interruption in their research career are welcome to 
note this in their submission.  

While holding a PhD is typical of candidates applying 
to the Dorothy Killam Fellowship, it is not essential.  
To be competitive, candidates are encouraged to 

https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=0e1f8a2b-887f-ec11-8d21-000d3a09e14e
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=0e1f8a2b-887f-ec11-8d21-000d3a09e14e
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=4b490485-049f-ec11-b400-002248d5186d
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=4b490485-049f-ec11-b400-002248d5186d
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=4b490485-049f-ec11-b400-002248d5186d
https://killamlaureates.ca/selection-committee-members/
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demonstrate their research and knowledge 
mobilization record at a PhD-equivalency level and 
as described in the applicant guidelines. 

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship - 
Eligibility 

What is the required timeline 
of the fellowship?  

 

Those who win Dorothy Killam Fellowships in the 
2024 program cycle (apply spring 2023, notified of 
award early in 2024), typically begin no later than 
January 1, 2025. This means that when applying for 
the Fellowship, researchers should have the 
intention of beginning the fellowship by January 1 of 
the following year.  
However, we understand that life happens, 
postponements or a breaks due to leave would be 
addressed as the situations arise. Additional 
flexibility is available in the second year of the 
fellowship.  

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship - 
Eligibility 

How much of a reduction in 
teaching/administrative duties 
is expected for fellowship 
recipients? 

 

Dorothy Killam Fellowships are intended as release 
time from teaching and administrative duties for 
established scholars who have demonstrated 
outstanding research ability. The funds are intended 
to assist the institution to cover the costs of 
replacement of the applicant's work in these areas 
while still paying regular salary and benefits during 
the 2-year fellowship period.  
 
Individual circumstances vary with some fellows 
requiring release from heavy teaching workloads and 
others from heavy administrative workloads.  
 
Recipient Institutions are responsible for providing a 
release plan when confirming acceptance of the 
fellowship.  

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship - 
Research 
categories  

How do I identify my research 
category? 

We ask applicants to identify at least one (1) and up 
to five (5) disciplines (based on the Canadian 
Research and Development classification system) 
relevant to their project proposal during the 
application process. This will help us match your 
application with peer reviewers.   

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship 
– 
Application 
Process 

Can institutional contacts 
access applications from their 
institution? 

Institutional contacts from supporting institutions may 
view Dorothy Killam Fellowship applications that 
originate from their institutions, as well as upload 
some supporting documents (applicant’s CV, letters 
of support). Institutional contacts are required to 
provide institutional attestation as proof of eligibility. 
The applicant is responsible for providing their 
research proposal and supporting material, and for 
submitting the completed application. 

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship 
– 

Does an applicant require a 
letter of institutional support 
or proof of employment? 

No documentation is required at the time of 
application. The institution contact is required to 
attest in the Killam program portal to their 
acceptance of conditions of the fellowship, which 

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index
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Application 
Process 

includes confirmation of eligibility and employment-
specific conditions. Proof of employment may be 
requested as a condition of awarding the Fellowship.  

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship 
– 
Application 
Process 

Do you have to be at a 
university to apply? 

Typically, a Fellowship recipient is a faculty member 
at a Canadian university with significant teaching 
and/or administrative responsibilities. Researchers 
employed in settings such as a hospital or another 
scientific institute may qualify if they demonstrate 
outstanding ability and if their proposed project 
meets standards of scholarly merit. 

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship 
– 
Application 
Process 

Is there one administrator per 
institution required to submit 
all applications for the 
National Killam program? 

There is usually one contact at each institution for 
the Dorothy Killam Fellowships. There may be 
exceptions where multiple contacts are involved 
based on local needs: these should be clearly 
reflected in the list of institutions (e.g. UofU Campus 
1 and UofU Campus 2). 

Please get in touch with us by email at 
KillamProgram-ProgrammeKillam@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca if 
you do not see your institution or if the award 
administrator you are working with is not on the 
portal.  

Dorothy 
Killam 
Fellowship 
– 
Application 
Process 

Is there a maximum number 
of applications each 
institution can submit? 

No, there is no limit to the number of Dorothy Killam 
Fellowship applications that an institution can 
submit. 

Killam Prize 
- Eligibility 

Who is eligible for the Killam 
Prize? Would Professors with 
Emeritus status qualify?Who 
is eligible for the Killam 
Prize? Would Professors with 
Emeritus status qualify? 

Killam Prizes are intended for active (not retired) 
Canadian scholars who have made a substantial and 
distinguished contribution, over a significant period, 
to scholarly research. In the case of Emeritus status, 
evidence of active, ongoing scholarly research and 
publication should be included in the submitted 
materials. 
 
A Killam Prize is not intended as an “end-of-service” 
reward, as a recognition for a single great 
accomplishment, or in expectation of future 
distinguished contributions. Only Canadian citizens 
or scholars working and living in Canada are eligible, 
and the prizes are awarded only to living candidates. 

Killam Prize 
– 
Nomination 
Letter 

Are there any specific 
guidelines around nomination 
letters? 

Please consult the Killam Prize guidelines under the 
Nomination Process section. To reduce the potential 
for unconscious bias in the evaluation process was 
ask that nominators please refer to nominees 
consistently by their surname(s) and use gender-
neutral language.  
 
For letters of support, we have asked that 
institutional letterhead be removed, however, for 

mailto:KillamProgram-ProgrammeKillam@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca
https://programmekillamprogram.powerappsportals.com/en-CA/fundingopportunities/fodetails/?foid=0e1f8a2b-887f-ec11-8d21-000d3a09e14e
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nomination letters, institutional letterhead may be 
used.  

Killam Prize 
-Research 
categories  

How/why do I identify my 
research category? 

The nominator identifies the research domain in 
which to consider the nominee for the Killam Prize. 

 

We ask nominees to identify at least one (1) and up 
to five (5) disciplines (based on the Canadian 
Research and Development classification system) 
relevant to their research career as part of their 
acceptance of the nomination. This will help us 
match the nomination with peer reviewers. 

Killam Prize 
- Nominator 

Who can nominate an 
individual for a Killam Prize? 

Killam Prize candidates cannot self-nominate. 
Candidates should be nominated by another 
individual who can write compellingly regarding the 
nominee and their work, accomplishments, and 
impact. Often, the nominator is an expert in the field, 
a senior administrator, or a scientific/research lead at 
the candidate’s institution. 

 
If you have any questions not covered in this FAQ, contact the National Killam Program Office 
for assistance. 
 

https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index
https://www.statcan.gc.ca/en/subjects/standard/crdc/2020v1/index
mailto:KillamProgram-ProgrammeKillam@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca

